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By Joe Reavis
news@wylienews.com

In response to losses sus-
tained because of the COV-
ID-19 crisis, Wylie City Council 
last week approved a grant pro-
gram that provides up to $5,000 
in relief to businesses that have 
not received other forms of as-
sistance.

Grant applications were 

available on the city web site 
Wednesday, May 6, and will re-
main open for 14 days, or until 
available funds are exhausted.

The action was taken at the 
Tuesday, April 28, council 
meeting.

Councilmember Matthew 
Porter requested that the grant 
program be placed on the meet-
ing agenda and explained that 
funds were available in the cur-

rent budget. Discussion started 
at establishing a $100,000 pro-
gram that grew to $301,000 on 
passage. The grants do not have 
to be repaid.

“Cities are starting to provide 
some assistance through various 
mechanisms,” City Manager 
Chris Holsted said. City staff 
has drafted a grant program pro-
posal that the council fine-tuned 
after discussion.

The city manager reported 
that estimates showed that 
Wylie collected about $1 mil-
lion more in property taxes 
than was anticipated in the fis-
cal year 2019-20 budget, offset 
some by an expected decline in 
sales tax revenue, but that about 
$300,000 was available to fund 
the grant program.

Holsted advised that city 
staff would need a day to draft a 

document detailing the program 
and recommended that it be re-
viewed by the city attorney be-
fore final council passage. The 
council, however, decided to 
hammer out the details during 
the meeting to start applications 
as soon as possible.

“I don’t want to drag this 
out,” Councilmember David 
R. Duke declared. “People are 
hurting and we need to pass 

something tonight.”
“Taking a risk to help people 

is quite different than taking a 
risk to change a plat or zoning,” 
Porter said. “My opinion is it 
needs to be designed and voted 
on this evening.”

A paramount concern of the 
council was that the relief go to 
Wylie owned and/or operated

See SMALL page 8A

By Joe Reavis
news@wylienews.com

A zoning change to accommo-
date a proposed mixed-use senior 
residential community along Mc-
Millen Road received approval 
last week from Wylie City Coun-
cil.

The proposed development 
was presented at the council ses-
sion conducted Tuesday, April 28, 
at the Municipal Complex.

Planning Manager Jasen 
Haskins reported that the site was 
a 24.5-acre tract at 1751 McMil-
len Road with access from Mc-
Millen and Country Club Road. 
He pointed out that the project 
was approved by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission.

The community, named Mead-
ow Ponds, will consist of 56 sin-
gle family houses, 45 townhomes 
and a 3-story complex with 160 
apartment units to accommodate 
residents from independent care 
through memory care.

Single family residents will

See PLANS page 8A

By Joe Reavis
news@wylienews.com

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has flipped many things up-
side, not the least of which are 
traditional activities associated 
with high school graduation. 
But Wylie High School Prin-
cipal Virdie Montgomery went 
the extra mile, or 800 miles, to 
remind his senior students they 
are in his thoughts.

Montgomery, with wife Pam 
as chauffer and navigator, drove 
800 miles over 12 days to per-
sonally visit each of the 612 
members of the WHS Class of 
2020.

“The seniors are losing so 
much stuff,” he said. “I felt so 
bad for them.”

School activities have been 

suspended since spring break 
started March 9 and students 
are completing the year online 
in virtual classes. The senior 
prom was canceled, the boys’ 
state basketball tournament was 
suspended before the qualify-
ing WHS Pirates took the court, 
spring sports were canceled and 
commencement exercises are 
unsettled.

“I can’t call a senior meeting 
and I don’t want the next time I 
seem them to be at graduation,” 
Montgomery said. “It made me 
feel better and think it made 
me feel like I was doing some-
thing.”

The WHS principal started 
his trek on April 17 and fin-
ished on April 28, making stops 

See MONTGOMERY page 3A

By Sonia Duggan
news@wylienews.com

Helping hands from sev-
eral different sources can 
make a difference for many 
as communities follow the 
governor’s guidelines to keep 
everyone safe.

Over the past six weeks, 
the dining rooms of area 
restaurants have sat empty 
as owners and managers 
served customers with modi-
fied menus and drive-thru or 
pickup service. At the same 
time, food banks explored 
avenues to meet increasing 
demands and offer a hand up 
when it is most needed.

As a result, the effort to se-
cure food for those in need, 
and at the same time support 
restaurants and keep workers 
busy, spawned a local move-
ment called “Team up to 
Fight Hunger.”

Lon Ricker of Ricker Dy-
namics and Jason Greiner of 
Wylie Economic Develop-
ment Corporation prompted 
the effort based on conversa-
tions with Audrey Wallace of 
5 Loaves Food Pantry, Mary 
Warkentine of Wylie Com-
munity Christian Care, Gino 
Mulliqi of Napolis and Andy 
Cheshire of Community 
BBQ.

Team up to Fight Hunger 

was formed as “a collabora-
tion of community partners 
united during the pandemic 
to promote and support lo-
cal restaurants and work-
ers while providing food to 
people in need through local 
nonprofits.” The goal is to 
support local restaurants by 
printing vouchers for meals 
which will be handed out by 
area food banks to clients. As 
vouchers are turned in, res-
taurants will be reimbursed 
thanks to financial donations 
by the community on the 
Team Up to Fight Hunger 

website. A restaurant award-
ing a 4-person family meal 
with a value of $40 will be 
reimbursed $25.

Given Ricker’s experience 
working with nonprofits and 
Greiner’s network of sup-
porters, the effort has quickly 
gained the support of com-
munity leaders.

Napoli’s was the first res-
taurant to jump on board 
and vouchers to the res-
taurant were distributed 
to 5 Loaves, Christian

See EFFORTS page 8A

City rolls out business grant program
City rolls out business grant program

Senior 
housing 

approved

WHS principal visits 
all 612 seniors

Communities join effort to 
‘Team up to Fight Hunger’

Courtesy Photo
Wylie High School Principal Virdie Montgomery gets an 
Aggie thumbs up from senior student Jacob Copeland. 
Montgomery traveled 800 miles to visit all graduating se-
niors.

Sonia Duggan/The Wylie News

Capturing pandemic moments
Professional photographer Rebecca Deragon of Richardson photographs the Bailey family; Jon, Jen, Thomas, 
10, Caleb, 8, and Ziva, 4, at their home in Wylie Wednesday, April 29. The photographer is giving back in a 
unique way during Shelter-in-Place orders by capturing special family moments free-of-charge in exchange 
for a donation to a charity of the family’s choice. The Baileys plan to donate to First Baptist Wylie, where Jon 
works as the Missions Pastor, for meals for the community. 

Courtesy photos
Raymond Cooper, left, and Mary and Ron Warken-
tine of Wylie Community Christian Care Center, 
show restaurant vouchers which will be distributed 
to clients thanks to Team up to Fight Hunger.

News takes home multiple 
wards at NETPA contest
The Wylie News won multiple 

awards in the 2020 North East 
Texas Press Association Better 
Newspaper Contest last month.

The awards were announced 
Friday, April 3 to all members of 
the NETPA. In addition, a copy 
of the annual “Winners Circle,” 
a publication highlighting win-
ners was sent to all members. 
3A.

Adopt a Wylie senior
Members of the Wylie East 

and Wylie High School class of 
2020 are being recognized in an 
untraditional fashion. 6A.

SHS to offer 
aquatic sports

Sachse High School athletes 
will have a new UIL sponsored 
sport to choose from during the 
coming 2020-21 school year. 
7A.

Celebrate Mom
Give mom a gift she’ll remem-
ber and support Wylie mer-
chants. 1B.

News now open 
The Wylie News office at 
110 North Ballard has re-
opened. Please contact us at 
972.442.5515 or email news@
wylienews.com.
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McClure Partners Cares
about Local Businesses!

McClure Partners, a real estate development company 
headquartered in downtown Wylie, believes in supporting the 
Wylie Chamber of Commerce and Local Businesses!

The company welcomes back tenant Wylie 
Dentistry Co.  as it reopens its doors once 
again to serve residents in need of quality 
dentistry.

Wylie Dentistry Co. is ready to treat patients! To ensure your health 
and safety they are implementing enhanced  measures:

• All patients will be screened when making an appointment and 
patient temperature will be checked upon arrival. 

• New strategies are in place to guarantee at least six feet of social 
distance from any other patients while in the office.

• All treatment rooms have HEPA air purifiers.
• Common area surfaces will be disinfected every hour.

Wylie Dentistry Co. is reopening May 6th, 
make your appointment now!

REDEEM THE COUPON TODAY AND YOU’LL SAVE MONEY 
AS YOU SUPPORT A LOCAL BUSINESS!

McClure Partners will be contributing

$50 Off Dental Care
for the first 100 Patients to present this coupon.

This offer cannot be combined with any other 
discount or promotion.  Limit one per patient. 

Offer good through May 31, 2020

Call to schedule
your appointment
(972) 478-0540

2810 FM 544 #100, 
Wylie, TX 75098

wyliedentistry.com

Plans approved for senior community
continued from 1A

range in size from 1,100 square 
feet to about 2,400 square feet. 
Townhomes and apartments will 
be 470-875 square feet in size.

Amenities include a paved 
walking trail around an on-site 
pond, with benches, fitness sta-
tions and picnic tables, while the 
central apartment complex will 
include some small retail busi-
nesses such as a hair salon, de-
veloper representative Bill Dal-
strum reported.

Hanson reported that no traf-
fic study had been made, but that 
the development should have a 
negligible effect on traffic.

Mayor Eric Hogue cited an-

other proposed senior living 
community for which the coun-
cil gave approval and that was 
not built, and suggested a type of 
guarantee that the entire project 
would be constructed.

Included in the motion for ap-
proval of Meadow Ponds were 
requirements that no certificate 
of occupancy would be issued 
until the 3-story, central com-
plex is built and that a traffic 
analysis would be conducted.

The council voted to extend 
the Mayor’s Declaration of Di-
saster scheduled to expire on 
April 30. The declaration lim-
its social gatherings to no more 
than 10 people, closed business-
es deemed to be non-essential, 

closed parks and limited toilet 
tissue purchases, among other 
actions. The new expiration date 
is May 15.

Hogue pointed out, however, 
that state orders issued by Gov. 
Greg Abbott last week super-
sede the city declaration. Ab-
bott allowed the reopening of 
most closed businesses and state 
parks beginning Friday, May 1.

Under the consent agenda, 
the council approved a $279,421 
contract with GT Construction 
for the Wylie Twin Lakes Park 
Trail Project. Collin County is 
providing $60,000 toward the 
project.

Participation with Oncor 
Cities Steering Committed for 

representation in a rate increase 
request filed by Oncor with the 
Public Utilities Commission was 
approved in the consent agenda.

Public comments received 
at the start of the meeting ex-
pressed concern over closing the 
skate park on Westgate Drive 
by covering it with sand, with 
complainants asking how much 
the action cost and for the per-
son who made the decision to be 
fired.

Sand was poured on the skate 
park after a disaster ordinance 
closing city park was issued on 
April 4 and people continued to 
gather at the park, Public Infor-
mation Officer Craig Kelly said.

Wylie parks are reopening 
in coordination with a guber-
natorial declaration to reopen 
state parks and the sand was 
removed Wednesday, April 29, 

the day after the council session.
Wylie business owner Jal 

Dennis requested copies of the 
city and Wylie Economic De-
velopment Corporation general 
ledger and financial information 
under the State Open Records 
Act, asked that Mayor Hogue re-
sign immediately to let Council-
member Matthew Porter assume 
the office and for the council to 
reject any WEDC project that 

may have the appearance of im-
propriety.

Three citizens asked that the 
city consider allowing hair sa-
lons to reopen. Hair salons were 
closed by city and state orders 
in mid March when they were 
deemed non-essential business-
es.

The next city council meeting 
is set for 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 
12.Effort aids families, restaurants

continued from 1A

Care and Amazing Grace Food 
Pantry. Since then, Community 
BBQ, Pizza Getti and Bold BBQ 
have joined in on the action and 
Ricker hopes to add more res-
taurants within the next week.

All area Chambers of Com-
merce (Wylie, Sachse Murphy) 
have worked to promote Team 
Up. 

Financial contributors to the 
effort include Sachse Econom-
ic Development Corporation, 
Credit Union of Texas, Wylie 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration and the Wylie Commu-
nity Christian Care Center. 

Aside from Ricker Dynam-
ics, other area businesses/in-
dividuals were instrumental in 
the foundation of Team Up by 
donating services; Shop Car-
rie Elle printed the vouchers, 
Melissa Irvin of Irvin Technical 
Services created the website, 
Anne Hiney Design created the 

logo and online donations are 
processed through 5 Loaves 
Food Pantry, a 501c3 nonprofit.

Deanan Gourmet Popcorn of 
Wylie has collaborated to pro-
vide gift boxes of popcorn as a 
thank you to contributors.

Anyone can donate by visit-
ing teamuptofighthunger.com. 

“It has been a great time of 
need and I see the whole com-
munity coming together and 
God’s hand in it all,” Ricker 
added.

Small business grants available
continued from 1A

businesses, not to “big box” 
stores with locations through-
out the country. Eligible busi-
nesses, as worked out at the 
meeting, are those that derive 
all their income and pay ex-
penses in Wylie, and have 
no more than 50 employees 
throughout the company.

Another stipulation is that 
a business cannot have re-
ceived emergency assistance 
from another source, such 
as the federal Payroll Pro-
tection Program. Applicants 
must document they have 
sustained an economic loss 
because of the virus.

The council established 
three tiers for grants based on 
the size of businesses up to a 
maximum of 50 employees 

and set aside a portion of the 
available funds for each tier.

A pool of $50,000 is set 
aside for maximum grants of 
$5,000 to businesses with 26-
50 employees, $200,000 in 
funding for $5,000 grants is 
available to businesses with 
6-25 employees and sole pro-
prietors can apply for $1,500 
grants from a set-aside of 
$51,000. A total of 84 busi-
nesses will be served if each 
successful applicant receives 
the maximum grant.

All awards will be made 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Applications are to 
be initially reviewed by city 
staff, and received a second 
review by a 5-member com-
mittee consisting of Holsted, 
and one member each from 
Wylie Economic Develop-

ment Corporation, the city 
finance department, Wylie 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Wylie Downtown Merchants 
Association before awards 
are made.

Several business owners 
and managers spoke in favor 
of the grant program.

“Thank you for taking this 
initiative. It’s very thought-
ful,” Gino Mulliqi of Napo-
li’s Italian Restaurant, said. 
“I think many small busi-
nesses can benefit from it.”

Mulliqi noted that he has 
been able to retain his em-
ployees, take-out business 
has been good and he will not 
be applying for a grant.

“I appreciate your support 
of those deeply in need,” 
Marvin Fuller, Inwood Bank 
president, said.

Courtesy Art

Courtesy photos
Amazing Grace Food Pantry, along with help from the 
National Guard, distributed Team up to Fight Hunger 
vouchers to clients, including Emily and her daughter, re-
cently. 
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